CHAPTER XXVI

.VILLAGE INDUSTRIES

Extinction of village industries would complete the
ruin of the 7,00,000 villages of India.

I have seen in the daily press criticism of the pro-
posals I have adumbrated. Advice has been given to
me that I must look for salvation in the direction of
using the powers of nature that the inventive brain of
man has brought under subjection. The critics say that
water, air, oil, and electricity should be fully utilized as
they are being utilized in the go-ahead West. They
say that control over these hidden powers of nature en-
ables every American to have thirty-three slaves.

Repeat the process in India and I dare say that
it will thirty-three times enslave every inhabitant of
this land, instead of giving everyone thirty-three slaves.

Mechanization is good when the hands are too
few for the work intended to be accomplished. It is
an evil when there are more hands than required for
the work, as is the case in India. I may not use a plough
for digging a few square yards of a plot of land. The
problem with us is not how to find leisure for the teem-
ing millions inhabiting our villages. The problem is
how to utilize their idle hours, which are equal to the
working days of six months in the year. Strange as it
may appear, every mill generally is a menace to the
villagers. I have not worked out the figures, but I am
quite safe in saying that every mill-hand does the work
of at least ten labourers doing the same work in their
villages- In other words, he earns more than he did in
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